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Benton Academy Technology
Acceptable Use Policy 

The safety of all students at Benton Academy is of paramount concern as we implement new technologies. Therefore, every student and parent or guardian should carefully study this Acceptable Use Policy, which establishes the guidelines for the use of technology at Benton Academy.
The computers at Benton Academy may be used for academic purposes only. In general students will not be allowed to: 

· Access personal e-mail accounts, chat rooms, message boards, etc. (i.e. AOL, Hotmail, Yahoo, Facebook, Xanga . . . .) 

· Download any programs or music including any “Messenger” programs, etc.(strictly prohibited) 

· Change the configuration or settings on any computer

· Listen to music CDs for pleasure 

1. As part of the enrollment process each student of Benton Academy, along with a parent/guardian, will sign the Benton Academy Technology Acceptable Use Policy before they will be allowed access to computer technology. (In addition, students enrolled in a computer course will be required to remit a lab fee of $20.00)

2. All rules and policies in the Benton Academy student handbook regarding honesty, courtesy, and respect for school property will apply equally to the use of technology, computers, and the internet. Cheating (including plagiarism) via technology will require the same consequences as outlined in the student handbook for that offense.

3. Students are allowed access to school computers in the lab only, with the exception of the Yearbook staff who have their own computer to be utilized for that purpose.

4. For technology to be made available to students as a learning tool, they must observe these rules of safety and conduct: 

· No student should give his or any other student's address, phone number, social security number or other personal information to any person by computer communications.

· Students will not use school equipment to illegally copy any software. Software on Benton Academy's network is copyrighted and licensed to Benton Academy. 

· Installing any software onto school computers or the network by students is strictly prohibited. 

· Students will not attempt to change, alter, modify or adjust in any way the software configuration of the network or any individual computer or to alter, remove or damage any part of any computer. This includes changing screensavers, backgrounds, settings, etc. and connecting or disconnecting hardware. 

· Drinks or food of any kind may not be brought to any area where computers are located. 

· Students should save their work to their assigned student account only.

· No student should share his/her password, try to find out another student's password, attempt to use another student's account, access another student's files or make any changes to another student's work on the school computers. (In most cases, this would be a violation of Benton Academy’s cheating policy.) 

· Students are strictly prohibited from accessing anything other than academic software programs and specifically permitted, monitored internet access. 

· Students are not allowed to use Benton Academy's computers, network, or internet to do any of the following: 

· Engage in any on-line chatting or messaging, or correspondence via e-mail.

· Write or publish harmful or inappropriate material 

· Upload or create a computer virus 

· Send chain letters or conduct any type of harrassment 

· Plagiarize material or misrepresent another's work 

· Conduct business or advertise a product 

· Attempt maliciously to harm the data of another person 

· Pursue inappropriate material (i.e. pornography, sexist, racist, etc.) 

· Encourage or support prohibited activities by other students
5. Vandalism of technology will result in a severe response (discipline) by the administration.  Vandalism includes malicious attempts to destroy programs or information, as well as physical abuse to the equipment.

6. Students should expect no privacy in the contents of files on the school network. System administrators may view student files and internet usage at any time. 

7. Users shall not engage in any activity via technology that is viewed by the staff, faculty, or administration as harmful to, or reflecting negatively on, Benton Academy.  

8. Access to technology is a privilege, not a right. Each student is accountable for his or her actions. Each student is expected to stay current on changes, corrections and addendums to this policy, which will be posted prominently in the computer lab. It is the responsibility of the student to seek advice from faculty with any question concerning appropriate use of school equipment.
9. Students who are found to be in violation of the current Benton Academy Acceptable Use Policy may lose computer privileges for a length of time to be determined by administration and faculty. At the very least, this could disrupt their academic standing in class assignments (i.e. grades).  Extreme misconduct could result in suspension or expulsion from school.
10. Benton Academy will not be held liable for: 

· Any damage suffered by users due to failure of equipment or interruption of service 

· The accuracy or truth of material obtained through the Internet 

· Damages to any person resulting from unauthorized or inappropriate use of technology 

· Malfunctions of the technology provided by the school.
